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In our increasingly chaotic world, 
decent human values are being 
challenged as never before. Yet, 
simple human kindness is a potent 
force that enhances the welfare of 
both giver and receiver. Children and 
staff in Humanist schools in Uganda 
face more than their fair share of 
problems and appreciate a helping 
hand from time to time. On behalf of 
the children and staff in the 
Humanist schools and the poor 
communities in which they operate 
we should like to thank all our 
supporters for the long-term 
commitment they have shown 
towards the pioneering Humanist 
Schools in Uganda. Here are some of 
the impressive ways in which you 
have all made a difference in 2025. 

Individual acts of kindness 

Katumba orphans: When another failed 
uprising in the Ruwenzori Mountain region 
of western Uganda left 26 more children at 
Katumba Parents Humanist Primary School 
without fathers, a fair number of you 
responded with donations to cover the 
children’s school fees to the end of the 
year. Subsequently, a long-term supporter 
from Oxford, called Tim, has arranged to 
share with his employer the cost of regular 
payments to cover the fees of the children 
for the rest of their primary schooling. 

Legacy: Earlier in the year we learned of 
the sad death of Alan, one of our long-term 
supporters from Dorset. Alan left a legacy 
in his will to help the Humanist schools in 
Uganda, and we were delighted when his 
adult children responded to the needs of 
children at Katumba School for a boys’ 

dormitory. Once finished, the dormitory 
will accommodate boys in their final year of 
schooling and enable them to stay in the 
safe environment of the school while 
preparing for their Primary Leaving 
Examinations. There will be space for a few 
more orphan children and for others who 
have very long walks to school. In 
recognition of this generous donation the 
entire Katumba community will attend the 
inauguration of the new dormitory, which 
will bear the name of the donor. 

Eagle’s View: Ian, a UHST supporter living 
in Greece, was moved by the plight of 
Eagle’s View Humanist Primary School. The 
school has brought hope to children who 
were destined for arduous and poorly paid 
jobs as cutters in the sugar cane fields. 
Established in temporary corrugated-iron 
buildings by Rogers Muwanguzi, a former 
student of Mustard Seed Humanist School, 
the school desperately needs decent 
permanent buildings. In 2024, Ian paid for 
the construction of a kitchen with efficient 
wood-burning stoves. He followed this up 
in 2025 with a generous donation for 
decent Blair-style toilets for the boys of the 
school.  

Isaac Newton Primary School: At the 
behest of local parents, UHST raised money 
to purchase an Evangelical Christian 
primary school that failed financially during 
Covid. Parents were determined to prevent 
an international Muslim organisation from 
turning the primary school into a 
madrassa. Once it came under the wing of 
Isaac Newton Humanist School, the school 
gained community support and enrolment 
increased from 40 children to 400. In 3 
years, classes became too big for the 
original classrooms, which were in any case 
condemned as being unsafe by the District 
Surveyor. With help from various sources, 
a new school is emerging alongside the old 
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one. This year, thanks to donations from a 
UK-based couple, a new Hall has been built 
for music, dance and drama events and for 
school and community assemblies.  

Kanungu: The Humanist Primary School at 
Kanungu was built as a response to the 
world’s worst cult massacre, committed by 
a Ten Commandments Christian preacher. 
This Humanist School has seen off early 
boycotts led by a nearby Evangelical 
Church. Since it started to gain good results 
in the Primary Leaving Examinations its 
enrolment has grown from 50 to well over 
200 children. There is a real buzz and sense 
of pride about the school. Since UHST 
funded a Hall last year the one remaining 
need was for a library to store books and to 
provide a quiet space for reading. Work has 
already started on this due to the 
generosity of Mary, a UHST supporter and 
former librarian living in Staffordshire. 
Once completed it will help to enhance the 
reading culture that UHST has been 
working to foster in all the Humanist 
Schools.  

Bikes: Black bicycles with baggage racks are 
the work horses of rural Africa. John, a 
UHST supporter and keen cyclist member 
of Leicester Secular Society, has sent 
money each year for several years to 
populate the Humanist Schools with two-
wheeled transport. Over the years several 
schools have accumulated 3 or 4 bikes from 
John and this year Eagle’s View School 
became a beneficiary, while other schools 
received money for bike repairs. The bikes 
have made a huge difference to the 
schools, being used to transport plastic 
jerrycans of water, sacks of maize flour, 
huge trusses of matoke bananas, children 
to the health clinic, trips to the local 
council, taking messages to parents and so 
many other things. 

 

The kindness of groups  

The lives of children in the Humanist 
Schools have benefited greatly from the 
long-term support from Humanist groups 
and organisations around the world. 

The Ethical Society of St Louis: This group 
has become UHST’s main international 
donor. The size and breadth of donations 
from St Louis have grown each year. As a 
group they have directed their giving to 
enhance the prospects for girls, who face 
many additional obstacles to completing 
their education. Over the years, St. Louis 
members have made a huge difference to 
the girls in communities with Humanist 
schools, by providing: 

Dormitories – so that girls can study 
unmolested within the protected 
compounds of their school. 

Scholarships – to provide the gift of 
education to bright girls living in 
challenging circumstances. 

Afripads - These amazing packs of 
reuseable sanitary pads have eliminated 
period anxiety for all the menstruating 
girls in our Humanist primary and 
secondary schools. Since the St Louis 
group started to fund the pads, girls’ 
attendance in class has risen to match 
that of boys. Furthermore, where girls’ 
educational attainment fell way behind 
that of boys in the past, the girls’ 
academic achievement now equals and 
sometimes surpasses that of boys. 

In 2025 as well as funding 36 scholarships 
for girls and providing Afripads throughout 
the schools, members of the Ethical Society 
of St Louis raised funds to construct:  

• a dormitory at Katumba Parents’ 
Humanist Primary School for girls in 
Primary 7 and those facing difficult 
circumstances at home. 

• Blair-style toilets for girls at Eagle’s 
View Humanist Primary School. 
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Humanist Aid, Sweden: The deaths of 
fathers of over 100 children from Katumba 
Parents’ Humanist Primary School in the 
2016 uprising touched the hearts of 
supporters of Humanist Aid in Sweden. For 
several years the group has raised funds to 
be used on a discretionary basis to help 
mothers to cover the costs of educating the 
fatherless children. Most of the original 
children have now completed their 
education, but Humanist Aid continues to 
send funds to help the many children who 
come from challenging circumstances. The 
community lives on the slopes of the 
Ruwenzori Mountains where floods and 
landslides are a constant hazard.  They are 
entirely dependent on what they can grow. 
They produce the finest cocoa in the world. 
However, even though chocolate prices are 
escalating in consuming countries, 
wholesalers cream off any profits and leave 
the growers in penury – forcing them to sell 
their scarce food supplies to pay school 
fees. Supplementary funds from Humanist 
Aid keeps up to a hundred extra children in 
school each year. 

Collective acts of kindness 

The great advantage of a charity is that we 
can combine individual donations to 
multiply their impact. By working together 
to support the schools we ensure that 
children from some of the poorest 
communities in Uganda gain access to 
inclusive liberal humanist education based 
on reason, compassion and tolerance. 
Funds that UHST supporters have donated 
over the years have helped to create the 
essential infrastructure of 11 schools and in 
2025 provided scholarships for over 190 
bright children, who would not otherwise 
have received an education. 

I should like here to acknowledge those 
supporters who provide unrestricted 
donations that UHST can allocate on a 

discretionary basis to meet the most 
pressing current priorities. In 2025, such 
unrestricted funds have been used in a 
myriad of ways. 

Staff development: Juma Siriwayo has a 
first degree in Biology and a Masters in 
Phytobiology but, lacking a formal teaching 
qualification, he could not serve as the 
headteacher of Katumba school. 
Unrestricted donations have been used to 
pay fees and expenses to enable him to 
gain a Postgraduate Diploma in Education. 
It has been a delight to see how excited 
Juma has been to gain a new insight into 
educational principles, which he has 
immediately implemented into the day-to-
day workings of the school. 

Humanist clubs: Unrestricted funds have 
enabled UHST to provide £50-£100 to the 
Humanist Clubs in each school to facilitate 
their activities in school and in the local 
community. Activities they have chosen 
include putting inspirational humanist 
messages around the school, carrying food 
and water to old people living alone, 
carrying out health campaigns in the local 
community to raise awareness of HIV/AIDS, 
Ebola and basic hygiene education.  

Debating: There is a strong debating 
tradition in all schools in Uganda. The 
Humanist schools have used debates to 
make students aware of important issues in 
the community such as domestic violence, 
gender equality, the social and economic 
impact of the discovery of oil, urbanisation 
and climate change. In 2025 the Isaac 
Newton debating club made it to the 
Uganda National debating final, where they 
came second. They went on to represent 
Uganda in the East African debating final. 
We used unrestricted funds to pay the 
team’s entry fees and expenses. 

20th Anniversary Celebration: 2025 was the 
20th Anniversary of the founding of Isaac 
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Newton Humanist School. To mark this 
important event UHST provided funds for a 
celebration of the school’s achievements. 
Isaac Newton had started as a small two-
roomed school to educate 30 HIV/AIDS 
orphans. Today the school educates almost 
1,200 children from kindergarten at age 3 
to Advanced level school certificate at age 
18. Current students and parents came 
together with alumni of the school. 20 
former students returned to explain about 
their experiences in school and how they 
helped to set them on their current career 
paths, which included teaching, nursing 
and other health related employment, 
agricultural extension work, mechanics and 
engineering, secretarial and administrative 
jobs, psychiatric nursing, policing, criminal 
investigation, nutrition and dietetics. 

Replacement and Repair: Unrestricted 
donations enable us to response to 
unexpected problems. In 2025 the trusty 
diesel motor that has pumped water three-
quarters of a mile from a water source in 
the bottom of the valley for 10 years finally 
packed in. It had been repaired several 
times before but, due to obsolescence, 
parts could no longer be procured. With 
over 1,000 children depending upon the 
water supply we had to act quickly so, by 
drawing on our small reserves, UHST 
funded the purchase of a new electric 
pump, which had the water supply 
restored within a few days.   

Climate change is becoming a real problem 
in Uganda. Storms are becoming fiercer 
and torrential rains and landslides more 
common. UHST is having to set aside more 
money from unrestricted funds to repair 
collapsed toilets, replace torn-off roofs and 
to repair damage to the fabric of buildings. 
In 2025 we helped Katumba and Kanungu 
schools to cope with severe damage to 
their buildings. 

Computers have become a compulsory 
part of the Ugandan school curriculum, and 
students are expected to become 
proficient in the use of the Microsoft Office 
suite. As the schools grow it is a challenge 
to provide sufficient computers and to 
keep them well maintained. We can only 
do this if we receive sufficient unrestricted 
donations. 

Field trips: Taking large numbers of 
children out of school for field work is an 
important part of education but it is 
expensive. From its very precious 
unrestricted funds UHST tries to fund a 
field trip for one school each year. In 2025 
we paid for a coach to take Katumba 
primary children to Queen Elizabeth 
National Park. Tourists flock to Uganda 
each year to see the wonderful wildlife 
spectacles. However, due to travel costs 
and entry fees few Ugandans get to see 
these. This year Katumba children saw 
elephants, antelope, buffalo and lions. 
They also visited crater lakes and hot 
springs. This experience will stay with the 
children for ever. 

Humanist Schools’ Sustainability 
Appeal 

The ongoing commitment of UHST 
supporters towards the Humanist Schools 
is remarkable. Our current Sustainability 
Programme aims to make the schools that 
we support independent and self-
sustaining within the next 3 or 4 years. The 
recently launched second stage of our 
Sustainability Appeal has already received 
donations of £11,355 and is almost one-
third of the way towards reaching our 
target of £35,000. The Appeal is enabling us 
to fill in relatively small gaps in educational 
provision in the schools. This is the 
progress so far: 
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School Need Cost Outcome 

Isaac Newton Primary New kitchen & cooking stoves £2,800 In Progress  

Kanungu Primary Secure bookstore £900 In Progress  

Kasese Municipal High Dormitory beds £2,000 In Progress 

Isaac Newton Primary Additional Toilets £5,500 £5,500 

Katumba Primary Additional rainwater harvesting & storage £2,000 £155 

We are making remarkable progress in 
consolidating the future of the schools. Our 
aim as a charity is to begin stepping back so 
that the schools can, within just a few 
years, go forward with confidence without 
needing our support. Julius Nyerere, the 
founding President of Tanzania, argued 
that aid should be transient and always 
given with the intention of setting the 
recipient free. UHST shares Nyerere’s 
vision. We want the Humanist Schools to 
achieve “Uhuru1”. By pulling together with 
UHST supporters in the “Harambee2” spirit 
expounded by Jomo Kenyatta we can do 
this. 

Details of UHST’s Sustainability Appeal can 
be found here: 

https://ugandahumanistschoolstrust.org/
progress-of-2028-appeal/ 

Should you wish more information on any 
aspect of the work of Uganda Humanist 
Schools Trust please contact Steve Hurd: 

stevehurd@uhst.org   +44 (0) 7773 972601 

 

1 Uhuru is the Swahili word for Freedom 2 Harambee is the Swahili word for “Let’s all pull 
together” 
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